For ordinary purposes they siiould be quite thin, but when it is considered safe to use gold fillings the cap should be sufficiently thick to resist the force of the packing.
It is necessary that the .space under the cap should be completely closed, otherwise it would fill with fluid effused from the pulp, which quickly would undergo putrefactive changes resulting in the evolution of gas and consequently of compression of the organ beneath.
In the earliest attempts at capping the pulp this became the condition, the only thought then being to protect from the pressure of the instruments. 
